Development Challenges, South-South Solutions: August 2011 Issue 
Stories 

1) Anti-bribery Website in India Inspires Others 

An Indian website tackling corruption has been so successful it has inspired a 
wave of followers in China. 

The I Paid a Bribe website - motto: "Uncover the Market Price of Corruption" - 
was set up by the Janaagraha Centre for Citizenship and Democracy 
( www.janaagraha.org), a non-profit organisation based in Bangalore, 
India. 

Janaagraha is dedicated to working with government and citizens to "improve 
the quality of life in Indian cities and towns," according to its website. 

Janaagraha's initiatives strive "to make government departments transparent 
and accountable," and the ipaidabribe programme ( www.ipaidabribe.com) fits 
in with that goal. It seeks to harness the collective voices of the citizens to 
report and quantify incidents of corruption. The website will help to paint a 
picture of the level of corruption in cities and help the NGO in its fight to 
improve government oversight systems and procedures and to improve law 
enforcement and adherence to regulations. 

The website tackles the "pernicious effect of corruption on destroying city life 
and disempowering citizens," according to Raghunandan Thoniparambil, the 
site's programme coordinator. "The original idea was that the website could 
become a simple means of tracking the market price of corruption - a kind of 
price prediction mechanism." 

He said the original idea was tongue in cheek and propelled by cynicism - but 
the site's creators soon realized that "such an effort was indeed a very 
powerful one." 

The website displays reports and analytics on bribe patterns by city and by 
transaction amounts, frequency and averages. 

The long-term goal is to reduce corruption faced by Indians when they use 
government services. The website asks users to log both recent and past 
incidences of bribery. It says: "Please tell us if you resisted a demand for a 
bribe, or did not have to pay a bribe, because of a new procedure or an 
honest official who helped you. We do not ask for your name or phone details, 
so feel free to report on the formats provided." 

Neither accusers nor accused are identified by name - only the incidents are 
logged. The website is funded by a grant of US $3 million and the NGO is 
planning to launch a mobile phone application as well. 



The website doesn't pursue individuals because it has found this approach is 
a distraction to getting systemic improvements by government. 

"By not allowing names to be published, we have eliminated any incentive for 
any individual to make a false or malicious complaint," said Thoniparambil. 
"Since nobody will gain anything by reporting a false complaint on our site 
because we do not act on complaints, we expect that the stories on the site 
are true." 

The site has been so popular it has spawned imitators in China and 
elsewhere. Thoniparambil said Janaagraha has been approached by civil 
society organisations in 13 countries about collaborating. 

After a story was published in the Beijing News about I Paid a Bribe, a flurry of 
'tips' and accusations flooded the Internet in China, and people set up similar 
websites to gather information on bribery and corruption in their country. One 
web developer called "Peater Q" set up a Chinese version of I Paid a Bribe, 
calling it wohuilule.com. Another two websites that popped up included "I 
Bribe..." ( http://www.wxhwz.com) and www.tmzg.org. Some of the dozens of 
websites have been taken down, but others have received official support and 
encouragement. 

"Peater Q" says he is a young Communist Party member and has received 
government permission for his site. He says the name of his site, 
wohuilule.com, is a Chinese translation of "I paid a bribe." 

These are still early days as these websites work out how to balance the need 
to ferret out corruption and bribery and the need to avoid gossip, rumour and 
slander. It is clear the damage done to a country when corruption and bribery 
get out of control is significant. 

The United Nations' Global Compact on anti-corruption calls it "one of the 
world's greatest challenges." 

A report by the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace on Chinese 
corruption ( http://carnegieendowment.org/2007/10/09/corruption- threatens- 
china-s-future/g4) found it threatens the country's future by increasing 
socioeconomic inequality and social unrest. The report found 10 percent of 
government spending, contracts, and transactions goes to kickbacks and 
bribes, or is simply stolen. It also found the indirect costs of corruption to 
include efficiency losses, waste and damage to the environment, public 
health, education, credibility and morale. 

"Corruption both undermines social stability (sparking tens of thousands of 
protests each year), and contributes to China's environmental degradation, 
deterioration of social services, and the rising cost of health care, housing, 
and education," the report said. 

I Paid a Bribe is being used to build up an intelligent picture of corruption and 
bribery in India so that real change can be made. 



"Citizens' reports on the nature, number, pattern, types, locations and 
frequency of actual corrupt acts and values of bribes will add up to a valuable 
knowledge bank that will contribute to a reduction in bribe payments," 
Thoniparambil said. 

Not only does the website raise awareness about the problem and its 
dynamics, it maps out the path corruption takes through a public service. This, 
the website hopes, will enable better "more consistent standards of law 
enforcement and better vigilance and regulation." 

"We believe that every citizen who reports a story on our website about 
paying a bribe is angry enough to begin to resist it," explains Thoniparambil. 

"Except for using the data that we receive for further analysis, we will not take 
the complaints and stories forward. We do not intend to invoke the 
courts." 

But these websites need to be run with caution and care and they do have 
their critics. 

"If you wanted to tarnish the reputation of the government or a department 
within it, or settle a vendetta, you could just get all of your friends to post 
claims against them," Raymond Fisman, a professor at Columbia Business 
School who has studied corruption, told the BBC. 

"There is no way of credibly aggregating the information to assess the 
magnitude of the problem," he added. 

Thoniparambil, however, remains positive that corruption and bribery are 
problems that can be tackled. 

"I believe that corruption has grown this big only because as citizens, we have 
tolerated it," he explains. "If we actively oppose it and there are enough of us, 
the government has to buckle down and tackle the problem effectively. 

"Corruption may be rampant in India, but it is not endemic," believes 
Thoniparambil. "Blaming it on our value systems is a poor alibi with no 
substance in it. I do not believe that Indians are inherently corrupt; our value 
systems are as good or as bad as anybody else's. Corruption is not a social 
trend that arises out of an erosion of value systems; it is born out of systems 
failure. Corruption flourishes because we have poorly designed governance 
systems in the country." 

Thoniparambil sites a number of Indian successes to back up his optimism: 
competition in telephone service providers has reduced corruption; booking of 
railway tickets online has taken the power away from corrupt ticket sellers; 
and government departments have been forced to state how long services will 
take to complete. 



Thoniparambil believes it is about changing the relationship between citizens 
and the public services they receive. 

"We would like citizens to begin to realize that public services are our 
entitlements," he says. "These are not favours dispensed from above. They 
ought not to be pessimistic about corruption. Countries have cleaned up very 
dramatically and the processes by which it has been done have been 
documented. 

"Reduction of bribery in India will improve access to government services, 
particularly for the poor, reduce the cost of delivery of such services, speed up 
business and recourse to legal remedies. It will improve the quality of 
infrastructure and will be deeply empowering for Indian citizens." 

"It is only the collective energy of people that can turn the tables on the 
corrupt." 

LINKS: 

1) United Nations Global Compact: A website packed with resources on how 
to tackle corruption and how to network globally with others to tackle 
corruption. Website: 

http://www.unglobalcompact.org/lssues/transparency anticorruption/ 

2) India Against Corruption: India Against Corruption movement is an 
expression of collective anger of people of India against corruption. This is 
their campaign website. Website: http://www.indiaagainstcorruption.org/ 

2) Turning African Youth on to Technology 

An African NGO believes the Internet is the single biggest key to rapid 
development in Africa - and it is working to connect youth, women and rural 
populations to the web, and in turn, switch them on to the vast resources 
stored across the world's Internet sites. 

After initial successes with a youth project and with farmers, Voices of Africa 
(VOA) ( www.voicesofafrica.info) is now seeking to scale up its work to fan out 
across Africa - and takes its services to the world's largest refugee camp, the 
Dadaab Refugee Camp in Kenya. 

The youth and technology empowerment NGO has developed a business 
model to deliver low-cost Internet access and e-resources to Africa's slums 
and rural farmers. 

VOA argues that "the digital divide, defined by a lack of access to information 
for a specific population, symbolizes the largest difference between developed 
and developing countries: the opportunity to obtain and utilize 
information." 



"The digital divide runs much deeper than hardware and software," it says. 
"While equipment is necessary it is not sufficient. The real heart of the digital 
divide is that those without access to information resources often suffer 
needlessly while the solutions to their problems are floating in the air." 

But why is the Internet so important? 

"The internet puts the choice of content at the fingertips of the user," explains 
executive director Crystal Kigoni. "Traditional media is one way 
communications. Internet is bi-directional. 

"Our NGO is completely grassroots. We train the people who train the people. 
It is an each one, teach one philosophy and is highly effective. We also design 
our projects to be self-sustainable after one year of successful 
implementation." 

The philosophy behind Voices of Africa - "Sustainable Development through 
Information Empowerment" - is to give people the information and resources 
to take better control of their lives. 

Access to the Internet in Africa is patchy and, for the poor, an expensive 
resource. The penetration of mobile phones in Africa has been spectacular in 
the past five years. But there are limits to the resources people can afford to 
access with their phones. Issues abound about data costs, mobile phone 
networks, and mobile phone capability. 

VOA targets youth and women in sub-Saharan Africa through online 
educational resources offered on their e-learning website 
( http://elearning.voicesofafrica.info/). The resources have been certified by 
Nazarene University ( www.anu.ac.ke), a private university in Nairobi, 
Kenya. 

The e-learning resources include high quality training videos, presentations 
and screencasts ( http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Screencast ) - like a movie, it is a 
digital recording of changes on a computer screen and is used to teach 
software - to share on the web. The resources are also shared through 
compact discs (CDs) and iPods ( http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IPod). 

Project coordinator Nick Kungu coordinates the staff working on the pilot 
Kenyan projects: a Rural Internet Kiosk; a Youth Empowerment Center; and 
KiberaNet, which launched in August 2011. VOA uses a part-time and 
volunteer staff of more than 20 Kenyans and four international 'virtual' 
volunteers. 

The group is also working with farmers in Kutus, central Kenya, to help them 
get a better price for their products and introduce sustainable agriculture 
practices. This is done through online courses so the farmers do not need to 
travel. It is hoped by doing this they can improve the supply of food for the 
country. 



The Youth Empowerment Center in Webuye constituency of the Western 
province of Kenya involves a partnership with the government of Kenya to 
teach computer basics, research and data collection, social media, ICT 
(information communication technology) for development, social business and 
community health. 

In rural areas, the need for information cannot be overestimated. In the 
remote countryside, there are few schools with adequate resources and 
almost no community libraries. The lifesaving knowledge the people require 
has to date been completely beyond their grasp. As one rural woman in the 
Western province of Kenya exclaimed to VOA after encountering the 
resources on the Internet, "It is like being brought from the darkness into the 
light." 

Another project in development is SlumNet, which seeks to combine the 
Internet with low-cost devices like tablet computers and netbooks. Its pilot 
scheme, KiberaNet, launched this month in the Kibera slum of Nairobi, Kenya 
to test the business model. VOA hopes to then expand it to Uganda, 
Tanzania, Ghana, Nigeria and Sierra Leone. It is using a business model to 
bring low-cost Internet access to Africa's slums that is fully funded by the local 
communities and the users. 

It has identified the key needs of youth in slums that need to be met: a way to 
access the vast resources available on the Internet; a way to generate 
income, undertake low-cost learning, and organise for social justice; ways to 
overcome social, economic and political isolation; a way to access affordable 
equipment and resources to improve their quality of life in the short-term. 

To make it a sustainable business model, the community takes a 60 percent 
stake in the incorporated entity. Voices of Africa will select six local civil 
society organisations to take another 10 percent stake in the business. VOA 
takes 10 percent and the remaining 30 percent will be open to outside 
investors. 

It involves setting up a closed intranet system and Internet access covering 
the entire Kibera slum, which has an estimated population of 2 million, a 
majority under the age of 30. 

KiberaNet hopes to act as a community hub for socialising, education and 
generating content. A key part is creating an atmosphere that is welcoming to 
novices. The business model is about delivering the bandwidth of Internet 
access and simultaneously generating a sustainable source of income to keep 
it going. Partners in the business include Promote Africa, Plexus Group and 
Future Optics Networks. 

VOA also has been blogging about its time in Kenya's Dadaab Refugee Camp 
( http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vt x/page?page=49e483a1 6) at their 
website, www.voicesofafrica.info , and has been developing plans to expand 
services to the camp, home to over 400,000 refugees from drought and 
famine in Somalia. The camp was only designed to hold 90,000 people. The 



chronic food insecurity has caused a massive humanitarian crisis in the Horn 
of Africa, leaving over 10 million people in need of help. 

"There are plenty of resources going in but it is aid business as usual," claims 
Kigoni. "You see lots of waste in many areas, and a lack in others that would 
be extremely beneficial. Hence, why Voices of Africa has come up with the 
youth technology and empowerment plan that accompanies a general 
information and communications system, DadaabNet." 

DadaabNet will be a youth-run community Internet service and education 
service. VOA plans to use a wireless intranet, internal communications 
systems and low-cost internet access in the refugee camp. 

The project is the first of its kind in Dadaab and a first in Kenya, claims VOA, 
allowing free educational content without needing to access the Internet. 

The intranet will host free educational videos that can be accessed by mobile 
phones and computers. The topics covered in the videos include health, 
nutrition, sanitation and computer training and how to use technology for 
sustainable development. 

The curriculum is also approved by Nazerene University to certificate 
level. 

The system is supervised and would be able to offer resources to other NGOs 
seeking to provide services to the camp's residents. The intention is to open 
up opportunities for education and employment youth who are currently 
unemployed. 

At present the youth in the camp, many of whom have not completed 
secondary school, get by 'hustling' for work, according to VOA. By being left to 
their own devices, there is a risk they will fall into negative behaviour like 
crime and drug use or be preyed upon by terrorist organisations operating in 
the area like al Shabaab, they maintain. 

"In our dreams, everyone everywhere in the world can have the opportunity to 
develop their minds. It is through this creativity that Africa will rise," concludes 
Kigoni. 

LINKS: 

1 ) The Impact of Mobile Phones on Profits from Livestock Activities by 
Roxana Barrantes. Website: http://www.mendeley.com/research/impact- 
mobile-phones-profits-livestock-activities-evidence-puno-peru-14/ 

2) 201 1 UNHCR Country Operations Profile - Kenya. Website: 
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/page?page=49e483a16 



3) Southern Innovator magazine: New global magazine Southern Innovator's 
first issue is out now and is about Mobile Phones and Information Technology 
in the global South. Website: h ttp://www.scribd.com/doc/57980406/Southern- 
lnnovator-lssue-1 

3) Pakistan Simplifies Job-matching Services 

An innovative job-matching service from Pakistan is trying to bring together 
people who normally live separate lives. It is eliminating the middlemen who 
gouge both employers and employees for job-seeking fees and opening up a 
new world of opportunities for the poor. 

Connecting employees and employers is a problem being compounded in 
countries all over the world by the global economic crisis, as people retrench 
to their own communities and stick with known and trusted contacts. While 
this is a natural response to crisis, it is highly damaging to economies and 
social mobility. 

Pakistan ( http://www.tourism.gov.pk) has had to contend with multiple 
challenges in the last few years. It has been hard hit during the global 
economic crisis. It is also experiencing stress from the ongoing conflict 
resulting from terrorism and the nearby war in Afghanistan. And 201 0's floods 
devastated large swathes of the country's crops. 

As the World Bank noted in its Pakistan Economic Update June 2011, 
"Pakistan continues to face significant political challenges in achieving durable 
development. The domestic security situation as a result of (the) campaign 
against terrorism is a direct and indirect tax on the costs of economic activity 
and the achievement of the kinds of social stability required to promote a 
supportive environment for businesses." 

The World Bank estimates that 30 percent of the population lives below the 
poverty line, although Pakistan's finance ministry has recently estimated it to 
be 43 percent. 

"Due to the global financial crisis, many businesses in Pakistan either scaled 
down their operations or had to close down," said Asim Fayaz, one of the 
people behind Pakistan Urban Link and Support, or PULS ( www.puls.pk). 

"As a result, the income of the informal sector was also affected because 
many of them became unemployed. In turn, the supply surplus meant the job 
market became more competitive, further affecting their income growth." 

Job-hunting is time-consuming for everyone involved in any country, worse 
still during an economic downturn. The hunt for a job or for the right employee 
is part and parcel of a dynamic economy. The more dynamic and fast- 
evolving an economy, the more employees will move around looking for the 
best deal and the more employers will need to seek out people with the latest 
skills and best attitudes to stay competitive. A fluid labour market is a good 
thing if a country wants to be competitive. 



PULS bills itself as a "Telecommunications Software Platform for Job Search 
and Networking between the Working Poor and Educated Elite of Pakistan" 
( www.puls.pk). It was a semi-finalist in the 201 1 Dell Social Innovation 
Competition 

( http://www.dellsocialinnovationcompetition.com/ideaView?id=08780000000D 
aC6AAK). 

"Conventionally, the informal sector workforce has found employment 
primarily through personal connections," explains Fayaz. "In cases where that 
doesn't work, they approach employment agencies and get enlisted. These 
employment agencies, behaving as middle men, charge both the employer 
and the employee upon making a connection. PULS removes the need for the 
middle man. Employees sign up on this platform themselves. Employers will 
only be charged a very small amount if they wish to contact a listed employee. 
If the employee is actually hired, PULS does not find out about the transaction 
and does not make anything off it." 

As an e-marketplace accessible through SMS and Web, PULS matches the 
working poor to the educated elite of Pakistan. It is hoped it will boost the 
creation of jobs in Pakistan and help in raising incomes. PULS defines 
working poor as skilled but undereducated domestic workers (cooks, drivers, 
guards, gardeners, tailors, etc.), independent laborers and self-employed 
craftspeople. 

Pakistan has a population of over 169 million (World Bank, 2009). Of that, 
PULS estimates there are 20 million people who are literate and have access 
to mobile phones but not the Internet. 

Then there is the elite, defined as educated employers and formal-sector 
professionals. They live in extended family households and employ one or 
more domestic workers. Of this elite group, around 10 million are regular 
Internet users. 

The much larger group of working poor have little access to the resources 
found on the Internet or in employment databases. Because of this, most turn 
to word-of-mouth and informal connections to the elite for new jobs and 
upward mobility. 

These groups have traditionally failed to meet. The educated elite, with their 
access to online search-engines and classifieds, only ever see other people 
engaged with the formal employment sector. Those in the informal sector are 
left out of the loop in accessing these better quality jobs with better pay. 

Fayaz says PULS enables jobseekers to "get access to more employment 
opportunities outside their network." 

"They will be able to contact those potential employers directly without going 
through a middle man," he said. "Most importantly, this service will be free for 
employees." 



He says the platform could potentially be used for other transactions, such as 
buying and selling cars, electronics and other equipment. 

PULS has built a multi-use, "mobile-to-web software platform explicitly 
designed for semi-literate mobile phone users and fully literate Web users." 

The first version, PULS 1.0, has an SMS (short message service) interface in 
the Urdu language and enables domestic employees to register, create a 
profile, and communicate with employers. All an employer has to do is pull up 
the PULS 1.0 website. The employer creates a profile as well, searches for 
potential employees, and sends SMS messages to employees through an 
anonymous gateway. 

"In addition to employer-to-employee broadcasting, PULS will also 
(eventually) provide the informal sector a simple means to self-promote and 
broadcast custom messages back to employers," Fayaz said. "Presumably 
PULS will eventually offer a multi-use tool for advertising, networking, job 
search, and even financial transactions, all via SMS-to-Web." 

PULS is a non-profit entity developed by a team from The Fletcher School, 
Tufts University in the United States ( http://fletcher.tufts.edu) and aims to be 
financially sustainable as it grows and the service stays affordable for its 
users. Employees can use the system for free as long as they pay standard 
SMS charges, while employers must buy credits. To get things started, 
employers are given 1,000 credits for free. PULS is also offering premium 
services such as mass-communication surveys, market research, and 
advertising. 

Developing the technology didn't prove difficult in Pakistan, Fayaz says. 

"We have a large of pool of skilled workers equipped to develop such 
platforms, very high cellular penetration and one of the lowest SMS rates in 
the world!" 

Fayaz advocates taking an organic approach to developing a new technology 
like PULS. 

"Setting up the technology is just one part of the picture," he said. "You should 
identify a problem, look at how it's currently being addressed, see how you 
can improve, research on how it's being addressed in similar circumstances 
elsewhere (in our case, India works best), design your solution with just the 
main use cases addressed, and aggressively roll out. 

"You should remember that you have to make revenue at some point but don't 
let it be a hurdle in the short term. Don't jump back to the drawing board if the 
first few people find your service hard to use. Also, you may want it to look 
fancier than Facebook but remember, they also took time getting there!" 



LINKS: 



1) Dell Social Innovation Competition: The competition is looking for students 
with the most innovative ideas to solve a social or environmental problem 
anywhere in the world and the first prize is US $50,000. Website: 
http://www.dellsocialinnovationcompetition.com/ 

2) Taka Taka Solutions: TakaTaka Solutions is a social enterprise that 
collects and recycles waste. It aims to bring about social and environmental 
change through a commercially viable business approach in Kenya. Website: 
http://www.facebook.eom/pages/TakaTaka-Solutions/1 01 2401 03296048 

4) Data Surge across Global South Promises to Re-shape the Internet 

The deluge of data gathered by the digital revolution underway in the global 
South continues to offer a significant economic opportunity. How this data is 
harvested will forge the successful Internet business models of the future. 

As the Internet spreads its way further across the global South, many are 
forecasting this new surge in web users and the data they generate will 
radically reshape the way people engage with and use the Internet. Unlike 
previous generations of web users, most of these new users will be accessing 
the Internet primarily with mobile phones and other devices, rather than 
computers. Many will not be native English speakers. 

Argentinian philosopher and digital publisher Octavio Kulesz says "the digital 
experiences undertaken in the South suggest that new technologies represent 
a great opportunity for developing countries ... but on the condition that local 
entrepreneurs seek out original models adapted to the concrete needs of their 
communities." 

In a report for the International Alliance of Independent Publishers, Kulesz 
said we "must ask ourselves how useful it would be to reproduce the 
prototypes from the North in the South." 

According to the Cisco Visual Networking Index Forecast (2010-2015), by 
2015, there will be 3 billion Internet users in the world: 40 percent of the global 
population. Internet Protocol (IP) traffic is growing fastest in Latin America, 
where it is forecast to grow by 50 percent from 2010 to 2015. Next are the 
Middle East and Africa. 

There are already as many networked devices - tablets, mobile phones, 
connected appliances and smart machines - on the planet as people. By 2015 
- the year of the Millennium Development Goals 
( www.un.org/millenniumgoals) - they'll outnumber people by two to one. 

The potential of the Internet revolution is especially compelling in Africa, a 
continent neglected for so long in the global communications revolution. The 
10,000 kilometre-long East African Submarine Cable System (EASSy), 
connecting sub-Saharan Africa with Europe and Asia, has joined other cables 
from the continent. Gradually, the infrastructure is coming in to place to 
connect Africa properly to the world. 



The first batch of Internet users came from the United States, home of the 
Internet which grew out of the US military's Arpanet system 
( http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ARPANET). This first wave of the Internet's 
history was very much an American phenomenon. The priorities and content 
of the web were driven by the cultural and economic concerns of its American 
users. And the big brands of today's web reflect this: Google, Facebook, 
eBay, Twitter, Yahoo, Wordpress, to name a few. 

As the web expanded across wealthy, developed nations in Europe, users 
mostly mimicked the priorities of the American approach, using the web to 
express themselves, be entertained, share files, access government services 
and sell and market products and services. 

But the spread of the Internet across the global South is already showing itself 
to have a different character and set of priorities. One change is in the way 
people are accessing the web: through mobile phones and other devices, 
rather than through laptops and personal computers. 

In the future, the trend is towards a global mobile world, in which the 
communications medium will favour video and audio over text, according to 
Fast Company magazine ( www.fastcompany.com). Information is being 
shared across boundaries on a vast scale for the first time. People around the 
world are gaining access to data and information never available before, and 
all of it is nearly instantaneous. 

Kulesz said countries of the South face a profound and difficult decision: 
follow the lead taken by the technology pioneers of the South, or try and 
replicate what was done in the North? 

"Sooner or later, these countries will have to ask themselves what kind of 
digital publishing highways they must build," his report said, "and they will be 
faced with two very different options: a) financing the installation of platforms 
designed in the North; b) investing according to the concrete needs, 
expectations and potentialities of local authors, readers and entrepreneurs. 
Whatever the decision of each country may be, the long-term impact will be 
immense." 

The costs of trying to replicate the technological infrastructure of the North 
makes little sense, when it is technologically possible to bypass this costly 
infrastructure with even newer work-arounds. 

"Of course, it would be extraordinary to obtain 80 percent Internet penetration 
in Africa or make huge investments in infrastructure throughout the 
developing regions," continues Kulesz, "but that may never happen. And in 
the event that it does occur some day, by then the industrialized countries will 
no doubt have made another technological leap, meaning that the disparity in 
infrastructure would still persist. So the most effective option is to start 
working right now, with what is available." 



New global magazine Southern Innovator 

( http://www.scribd.com/doc/57980406/Southern-lnnovator-lssue-1), published 
by UNDP's Special Unit for South-South Cooperation, captures how this 
process is happening, as the people of the global South re-shape the Internet 
to be their own and to meet their needs. 

LINKS: 

1) Southern Innovator: New global magazine first issue gives a snapshot of 
the big changes across the global South in mobile phones and information 
technology. Website: http://www.scribd.com/doc/57980406/Southern- 
lnnovator-lssue-1 

2) Cisco Visual Networking Index Forecast (2010-2015): The annual Cisco 
VNI Forecast was developed to estimate global Internet Protocol traffic growth 
and trends. Widely used by service providers, regulators, and industry 
influencers alike, the Cisco VNI Forecast is based on in-depth analysis and 
modelling of traffic, usage and device data from independent analyst 
forecasts. Website: http://newsroom.cisco.com/press-release- 
content?type=webcontent&articleld=324003 

3) Digital Publishing in Developing Countries: A report by the International 
Alliance of Independent Publishers. Website: http://alliance- 
lab.org/etude/archives/date/201 0/01 ?lang=en 

Window on the World 

Check out our website: www.southerninnovator.org 




Southern Innovator 




Information Technology Isiue 



Our new magazine, Southern Innovator, has 
launched: the first issue's theme is mobile phones and information 
technology. Throughout 2011, we will be launching more media products 
building on the success of the Development Challenges, South-South 
Solutions e-newsletter: stay tuned for more developments. Please contact the 



Special Unit for South-South Cooperation if you would like a copy (copies) of 
the new magazine. E-mail: ssc.info@undp.org 

Follow us on Twitter @SouthSouth1 

Also check out our SouthSouth Expo: this year's Expo will be in Rome, Italy 
from 5 to 9 December 201 1 : www.southsouthexpo.org 

Books 

Living in the Endless City edited by Ricky Burdett and Deyan Sudjic, 
Publisher: Phaidon. The city is the subject of the 21st century. All over the 
world, populations are shifting towards urban centres. Living in the Endless 
City depicts an authoritative survey of cities of today and the prospects for our 
urban future of tomorrow. 36 contributors from across Europe, South America, 
China, Africa and the U.S. set the agenda for the city - detailing its successes 
as well as its failures. Website: http://www.urban-age.net/publications/living- 
in-the-endless-city/ 

Consumptionomics: Asia's Role in Reshaping Capitalism by Chandran Nair, 
Publisher: Infinite Ideas. Website: www.amazon.com 

World 3.0: Global Prosperity and How to Achieve It by Pankaj Ghemawa, 
Publisher: Harvard Business School Press. Website: www.amazon.com 

How the West Was Lost: Fifty Years of Economic Folly - And the Stark 
Choices Ahead by Dambisa Moyo, Publisher: Allen Lane. The new book from 
challenging thinker Moyo, it argues the West needs to start following China's 
economic model or face economic ruin. Website: www.amazon.com 

The China Miracle: Development Strategy and Economic Reform by Justin 
Yifu Lin, Publisher: The Chinese University Press. Website: 
www.eurospanbookstore.com 

Africa in the Global Economy by Richard E. Mshomba, Publisher: Lynne 
Rienner. Website: www.eurospanbookstore.com 

The Recession Prevention Handbook: Eleven Case Studies, 1948-2007 by 
Norman Frumkin, Publisher: M. E. Sharpe. Website: 
www.eurospanbookstore.com 

The Roller Coaster Economy: Financial Crises, Great Recession and the 
Public Option by Howard J. Sherman, Publisher: M. E. Sharpe. Website: 
www.eurospanbookstore.com 

Global Slump: The Economics and Politics of Crisis and Resistance by David 
McNally, Publisher: PM Press. Global Slump analyzes the global financial 
meltdown as the first systemic crisis of the neoliberal stage of capitalism. It 
argues that - far from having ended - the crisis has ushered in a whole period 
of worldwide economic and political turbulence. In developing an account of 



the crisis as rooted in fundamental features of capitalism, Global Slump 
challenges the view that its source lies in financial deregulation. Website: 
https://secure.pmpress.org/index.php?l=product_detail&p=271 

Aftershock: Reshaping the World Economy After the Crisis by Philippe 
Legrain, Publisher: Little, Brown. Website: 
http://www.philippelegrain.com/aftershock/ 

Creative Ecologies: Where Thinking is a Proper Job by John Howkins, 
Publisher: UQP. Website: http://www.creativeeconomy.com/think.htm 

The Global Crisis: The Path to the World Afterwards by Frank Biancheri, 
Publisher: Anticipolis. Website: http://www.anticipolis.eu/en index.php 

The Age of Empathy: Nature's Lessons for a Kinder Society by Frans de 
Waal, Publisher: Crown. Website: www.amazon.com 

Arrival City by Doug Saunders, Publisher: Pantheon. A third of humanity is on 
the move. History's largest migration is creating new urban spaces that are 
this century's focal points of conflict and change — centres of febrile 
settlement that will reshape our cities and reconfigure our economies. 
Website: http://arrivalcity.net/ 

China: And the End of Poverty in Africa - Towards Mutual Benefit? by Penny 
Davis, Publisher: Diakonia and the European Network on Debt and 
Development. Website: 

http://www.eurodad.org/uploadedFiles/Whats New/Reports/Kinarapport A4.p 
df 

Globalization and Competition: Why Some Emergent Countries Succeed 
while Others Fall Behind by Luiz Carlos Bresser Pereira, Publisher: 
Cambridge University Press. Website: 
http://www.networkideas.org/book/ian201 0/bk1 2 GACL.htm 

Tourism and Poverty Reduction: Pathways to Prosperity by Jonathan Mitchell 
and Caroline Ashley, Publisher: Earthscan. Website: 
http://www.earthscan.co.uk/?Tabld=92842&v=497073 

State of the Field in Youth Enterprise, Employment, and Livelihoods 
Development Publisher: Making Cents International. Website: 
http://www.youthenterpriseconference.org 

Urban World: A New Chapter in Urban Development Publisher: UNHABITAT 
Website: http://www.scribd.com/doc/31244004/Urban-World-A-New-Chapter- 
in-Urban-Development 

Building Decent Societies: Rethinking the Role of Social Security in 
Development edited by Peter Townsend, Publisher: International Labour 
Office. Website: www.ilo.org/publns 



World of Work Report 2010: From One Crisis to the Next? Publisher: 
International Labour Office. Website: www.ilo.org/publns 

From the Great Recession to Labour Market Recovery: Issues, Evidence and 
Policy Options edited by lyanatul Islam and Sher Verick, Publisher: 
International Labour Office. Website: www.ilo.org/publns 

Papers and Reports 

Illicit Financial Flows from the Least Developed Countries: 1990-2008 UNDP- 

Commissioned Report 

Contact: Monique Perry Danziger 

Email: mdanziger@gfip.org 

Website: http://www.financialtaskforce.org/201 1/05/1 2/undp-commissioned- 
report-from-global-financial-integrity-%E2%80%9Cillicit-financial-flows-from- 
the-least-developed-countries-1990-2008%E2%80%9D-now-available/ 

Information Economy Report 2010: ICTs, Enterprises and Poverty Alleviation 
Publisher: UNCTAD. Website: 

http://www. unctad.org/T emplates/webflyer. asp ?docid= 1391 2&intltemlD=2068 
&lang=1 

State of China's Cities: 2010/2011: Better City, Better Life Publisher: 
UNHABITAT. Website: http://www.scribd.com/doc/39882697/State-of-China- 
s-Cities-Report-201 0-201 1 

Still our Common Interest: Commission for Africa Report 2010 Publisher: 
Commission for Africa Website: http://www.commissionforafrica.info/2010- 
report 

World Economic Outlook Update: Restoring Confidence without Harming 
Recovery Publisher: IMF. Website: 

http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2010/update/02/index.htm 

Trade and Development Report, 2010: Employment, Globalization and 
Development Publisher: UNCTAD. Website: 

http://www.unctad.org/Templates/webflyer.asp?docid=13740&intltemlD=2068 
&lang=1 

Empowering People and Transforming Society: The World Economic Forum's 
Technology Pioneers 2011 Publisher: World Economic Forum. Website: 
http://www.scribd.com/doc/35953976/Technology-Pioneers-201 1 

The Emerging Middle Class in Developing Countries Publisher: OECD. 
Website: 

http://www.oecdilibrary.org/oecd/content/workingpaper/5kmmp8lncrns-en 
(PDF- 2.09 mb) 

The BRICSAM Countries and Changing World Economic Power: Scenarios to 
2050 by Manmohan Agarwal, Publisher: The Centre for International 



Governance Innovation. Working Paper: Shifting Global Power. Africa and 
Mexico has the potential to change the balance of economic power in the 
world. This paper analyzes this potential building on developments in these 
economies over the past four decades in the context of the evolution of the 
world economy. Website: 

http://www.cigionline.com/sites/default/files/Paper 39-web-1 .pdf 

The Implications of China's Ascendancy for Africa by Hany Besada, 
Publisher: The Centre for International Governance Innovation. Working 
Shifting Global Power. This paper examines the extent to which China's 
engagement with Africa has produced mutual benefits for both and whether 
Africa is reaping the necessary benefits required for poverty alleviation and 
economic development. Website: 

http://www.cigionline.com/sites/default/files/Paper 40-web.pdf 

Europe-North Korea: Between Humanitarianism and Business? Edited by 
Myungkyu Park, Bernhard Seligerand Sung-Jo Park, Publisher: LIT. 
Website: www.gpic.nl/EU - North Korea book.pdf 

Global Economic Decoupling Alive and Well Emerging economies decouple 
from the US, come closer to Europe. Website: 
http://www.marketoracle.co.uk/Article23670.html 

The Global Financial Crisis and Africa's "Immiserizing Wealth" Research Brief, 
United Nations University, Number 1 2010. Website: 
http://www.unu.edu/publications/briefs/policv- 
briefs/2010/UNU Research Brief 10-01.pdf 

Where Western business sees 'risk', Chinese entrepreneurs see opportunity 
by Dr Jing Gu. Dr Gu and her China based team from the China-Africa 
Business Council (CABC) and the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences 
(CASS) have had direct access to private Chinese companies working in 
Africa, including 100 in-depth interviews with Chinese firms and business 
associations and officials in both China and Africa. Website: 
http://www.ids.ac.uk/go/news/where-western-business-sees-risk-chinese- 
entrepreneurs-see-opportunity 



Can China Save Western Economies From Collapse? Website: 
http://www.marketoracle.co.uk/Article19484.html 

China's economic invasion of Africa Website: 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/feb/06/chinas-economic-invasion-of- 
africa 

Africa begins to make poverty history: US economists challenge conventional 
view that the continent is a basket case Website: 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/2010/mar/03/africa-makes-poverv-history 
On the Web 



Blogs and Websites 



mDirectory: The mDirectory is the most comprehensive database of 
information on mobile tech for social change on the Web: case studies, mobile 
tools, research, and how-to guides. Website: http://mobileactive.org/directory 

Global Development: Launched in September 2010, this new website from 
the Guardian newspaper will track progress on the MDGs, encourage debate 
on its blogs, offer a rich store of datasets from around the world, and feature 
monthly podcasts and resources for schools. Website: 
www.guardian.co.uk/global-development 

Latameconomy Website Launches 

Latameconomy.org is the latest evolution of the annual Latin American 
Economic Outlook report, essentially bringing its trusted, high quality content 
into the digital age. Its wide country coverage and methods of analysis are 
essential for anyone seeking to understand the economic, social and political 
developments of Latin American countries. 
Website: http://www.latameconomy.org/en/ 

International Development Economics Associates (IDEAs) 

International Development Economics Associates (IDEAs) is a pluralist 
network of progressive economists across the world, engaged in research, 
teaching and dissemination of critical analyses of economic policy and 
development. 

Website: http://www.networkideas.org/ 
OECD: Tackling the economic crisis website 

The global economic crisis is entering a new phase amid signs of a return to 
positive growth in many countries. But unemployment is likely to remain high 
and much still needs to be done to underpin a durable recovery. This website 
will track the recovery. 
Website: 

http://www.oecd.Org/document/24/0, 3343,en 2649 201185 41707672 1 1 
1 1.00.html 

The Global Urbanist: News and analysis of cities around the world: planning, 
governance, economy, communities, environment, international. Website: 
www.globalurbanist.com 

ICT Update: A bimonthly printed bulletin, a web magazine, and an 
accompanying email newsletter that explores innovative uses of information 
technology in agriculture and rural development in African, Caribbean and 
Pacific (ACP) countries. Website: 

http://ictupdate.cta.int/en/Regulars/Perspectives/%28issue%29/56 

Youth-Inclusive Financial Services (YFS-Link) Program website: The first 
space for financial services providers (FSPs) and youth-service organizations 
(YSOs) to gather, learn and share about youth-inclusive financial services. 
Website: www.yfslink.org 



Triple Crisis Blog: Global Perspectives on Finance, Development and 
Environment Website: http://triplecrisis.com/ 

Full Disclosure: The Aid Transparency Blog: A Devex blog, written by 
members of the international community. Website: 
http://www.devex.com/en/blogs/full-disclosure 

Africa Portal: An online knowledge resource offering researchers and opinion 
leaders a forum to share their insights on Africa and publish their work on 
pressing areas of concern to policymakers and the public. It aims to fill the 
gap in accessibility to research and information on policy issues on the 
continent. Website: www.africaportal.org 

African Economic Outlook: A unique online tool that puts rigorous economic 
data, information and research on Africa at your fingertips. A few clicks gives 
access to comprehensive analyses of African economies, placed in their 
social and political contexts. This is the only place where African countries are 
examined through a common analytical framework, allowing you to compare 
economic prospects at the regional, sub-regional and country levels. 
Website: www.africaneconomicoutlook.org/en 

Africa Renewal: The Africa Renewal information programme, produced by 
the Africa Section of the United Nations Department of Public Information, 
provides up-to-date information and analysis of the major economic and 
development challenges facing Africa today. Website: 
http://www.un.org/ecosocdev/geninfo/afrec/ 

Timbuktu Chronicles: A blog by Emeka Okafor 

With "a view of Africa and Africans with a focus on entrepreneurship, 
innovation, technology, practical remedies and other self-sustaining activities." 
Website: http://timbuktuchronicles.blogspot.com/ 

AfriGadget: AfriGadget is a must-read for African invention junkies. They are 
always on the look out for ingenious innovation that is new or a repurposing of 
existing technology in a new way, interesting in the sense that the story 
captures the imagination of others, inspiring others to see solutions in 
uncommon ways, practical ideas that solve problems in a demonstrable way, 
and entrepreneurs who are inventing new products or solutions. Website: 
www.afrigadget.com/ 

Silicon Savanna: Mobile Phones Transform Africa Website: 
http://www.time.eom/time/magazine/article/Q, 9171, 2080702, OO.html 

Interesting Blogger 

Olunyi D. Ajao: An Internet entrepreneur & technology enthusiast with strong 
interests in web design and hosting , writing about mobile communications 
technologies , and blogging . Topics are aimed at web designers, SEOs, 
bloggers, Internet entrepreneurs and people with general interests in Ghana, 



Nigeria, Kenya, South Africa and the rest of Africa. Website: 
http://www.davidajao.com/blog/ 

Social Media 

Africa Entrepreneurship Platform 

This ground breaking initiative is created as a forum to showcase innovative 
ideas and businesses from Africa that have the ability to scale internationally, 
driving job creation and sustainable economic development between Africa 
and the Americas. 
Website: www.sacca.biz 

AfriGadget on Facebook: 'Solving everyday problems with African 
ingenuity': Website: http://www.facebook.com/group. php?gid=2402629579 

Start-up Funding 

The SEED Initiative 

Hosted by the UN Environment Programme's World Conservation Monitoring 
Centre (UNEP-WCMC), the SEED Initiative is a global partnership for action 
on the Green Economy. The annual SEED Awards help to develop the most 
promising social and environmental start-ups in emerging economies and 
developing countries. 
Website: 

http://unep.org/newscentre/Default.aspx?DocumentlD=2647&ArticlelD=8798& 
l=en 

Crowdfund: A South African-based venture fund for technology start-ups in 
Africa. Website: http://www.crowdfunding.co.za/ 

Global Social Benefit Incubator: A US $20,000 Bottom of the Pyramid 
Scholarship 

Offered by Santa Clara University's Global Social Benefit Incubator, it selects 
15 to 20 enterprises from developing countries and provides an eight-month 
mentoring process. This ends with a 10-day process in Santa Clara, where 
entrepreneurs work with their mentors. 
Website: www.socialedge.org 

The Pioneers of Prosperity Grant and Award 

This competition is a partnership between the OTF Group and the John F. 
Templeton Foundation of the United States, and promotes companies in East 
Africa by identifying local role models that act as examples of sustainable 
businesses in their country/region. It is open to businesses from Kenya, 
Uganda, Tanzania, Burundi and Rwanda. 

Five pioneers will receive US $50,000 to re-invest in their business. It is open 
to for-profit businesses that provide high wages to their workers and that 
operate in sustainable ways. 
Website: http://pioneersofprosperity.org/index.php 



Oxford Said Business School Youth Business Development Competition 

Open to youth between 16 and 21 across the world, the competition is run by 
students at Oxford University to promote social enterprise. A prize fund of 
£2,000 in seed capital is up for grabs. It calls itself the 'world's first global 
youth development competition'. 
Website: www.sbs.ox.ac.uk/oba/se/ybd 

Echoing Green: Social Entrepreneurs Fund 
Website: www.echoinggreen.org/ 

Commonwealth Teams up with Private Equity Firm to Deliver up to $400 
Million in Investment in Africa 

Small and medium enterprises across Africa are set to benefit from a 
multimillion dollar investment fund set up by private equity firm Aureos Capital 
( http://www.aureos.com/ ) with the Commonwealth Secretariat's assistance. 
The Aureos Africa Fund, launched in November following feasibility and due 
diligence studies funded by the Secretariat, will provide long-term capital and 
support for promising and successful businesses across the continent. 
Commonwealth Deputy Secretary-General Ransford Smith, speaking at the 
launch of the fund at the Marriot Hotel in London, UK, on 2 November 2009, 
hailed the fund's launch. He warned that investment in Africa was "critical" if 
recent development gains were not to be lost amid the current worldwide 
recession. "This fund has the potential to make a real contribution to 
Commonwealth countries in Africa, by helping ordinary businesses to reach 
their potential and boost much needed growth and jobs across the continent," 
he said. 
Website: 

http://www.thecommonwealth.org/news/215560/021109aureoscapital.ht 
m 

The Africa Land Fund 

The fund has raised almost €2 billion from an American pension fund to invest 
in African agriculture. The Africa Land Fund, created by the UK-based hedge 
fund Emergent Asset Management, wants to raise a total of €3 billion and is 
canvassing a range of investors. It plans to invest in agricultural land and 
livestock, including African game, which will be sold on to private reserves 
and safari parks. The fund also plans to develop bio fuel crops on marginal 
land, saving prime agricultural acreage for crops to feed people. 
Email: info@eaml.net 
Tel: +44 (0) 1428 656 966 
Fax: +44 (0) 1428 656 955 

Challenge 

InnoCentive ( http://www.innocentive.com/ ) is a challenge to the world's 
inventors to find solutions to real scientific and technological problems 
affecting the poor and vulnerable. It is an open marketplace where anybody 
with a problem can post it, and rewards for effective solutions stretch up to US 
$100,000. They use rigorous intellectual property protection so ideas are not 
stolen without credit being given to the inventor. Website: 
www.rockfound.org/about us/news/2007/0720first seeker.shtml 



Video 



Forum for the Future: Compelling animated videos exploring the hard 
choices of an urbanizing world and the need to promote sustainable 
development and environmental harmony. Website: 
http://www.youtube.com/user/forumforthefuture96 

Events 

2011 

Have an event you would like the South-South community to know about? 
Then send details to developmentchallenges@googlemail.com . 

September 

2011 Global Youth Economic Opportunities Conference 

Washington, DC, USA (7-9 September 201 1 ) 

This 5th anniversary conference will provide a learning platform for the world's 
leading funders, practitioners, technical assistance providers, policy makers, 
and academics working to increase and improve economic opportunities for 
young people. Join 400 professionals from over 60 countries to share lessons 
learned, promising practices, and innovative ideas through technical 
workshops, engaging plenary sessions, and interactive networking. The 
result? Higher-impact programming, breakthrough solutions, and proven 
approaches. This year's theme, Breakthroughs, reflects the focus on the 
innovative ideas, proven practices, and visionary insights that are taking this 
emerging field to new heights. 
Website: http://www.voutheconomicopportunities.org/ 
Email: conference@makingcents.com . 

B4E Climate Summit 2011 

London, UK (12-13 September 2011) 

The B4E Summit 2011, London (B4E London), is a two day international 
conference to be held in London on September 12 and 13, 2011 under the 
theme 'Innovation, growth and the clean industrial revolution' in which 
WBCSD is a partner and supporter. 
Website: www.b4esummit.com 

WTO Public Forum 2011 

Geneva, Switzerland WTO HQ (19-21 September 2011) 

The 201 1 Public Forum will provide an opportunity for the public at large to 

identify the principal trade challenges at the global level that impact on the 

multilateral trading system and identify solutions to ensure the WTO 

effectively adapts and responds to our fast changing world. 

Website: www.wto.org 

Rethinking Development in an Age of Scarcity and Uncertainty 

York, UK (1 9-22 September 201 1 ) 



New Values, Voices and Alliances for Increased Resilience. The EADI-DSA 
2011 joint conference seeks to be one convening space to fundamentally 
revisit and rethink the development paradigm(s) in all its dimensions in an era 
of plurality, uncertainty and change. The EADI-DSA 201 1 conference seeks 
to maximise the opportunity of working together and to revisit and rethink 
'development', to generate new ideas, new narratives and new thinking 
whenever possible globally co-constructed with partners in global-South. 
Website: http://www.eadi.org/gc201 1 

Francophone Africa Hackathon 

Across Africa (24 September 201 1 ) 

Taking place on 24 September 201 1 , a 'hackathon' to develop mobile phone 
applications will take place for Francophone Africans across Africa. 
Website: http://www.mobilehackaf.com/ 

October 

Maker Faire Africa 2011 

Cairo, Egypt (6-8 October 201 1 ) 

MFA 201 1 continues to cultivate new and existing maker communities across 
Africa. As was the case in Accra ('09) and Nairobi ('10), MFA 2011 will 
present and spotlight the vibrant and endlessly creative individuals that have 
come to represent the spirit of 'making' throughout the continent. These 
innovators, artists and tinkerers will be exhibiting a fusion of the informal and 
formal; ideas, inventions, hacks and designs both low-tech & high-tech. From 
cuisine to machines, come see their re-imagining of products, exploration of 
novel materials, and original solutions for some of the continent's most 
important challenges and opportunities. Maker Faire Africa 2011 will be a 
celebratory showcase of unhindered experimentation and curiosity. 
Website: http://makerfaireafrica.com/2011/06/09/maker-faire-africa-2011- 
cairo/ 

Green Economy and Sustainable Development: Bringing Back the Social 
Dimension - UNRISD Conference 

Geneva, Switzerland (10-11 October 2011) 

This UNRISD Conference will create a forum for analysis aimed at developing 
a conceptual and policy framework that will position social dimensions at the 
centre of green economy and sustainable development. Policy reports and 
other publications will inform the UNCSD 2012 (Rio+20) preparatory process 
and subsequent policy discussions. In addition to researchers from across 
Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, North America and Oceania, speakers 
include representatives of Cicero, I FAD, ILO, Oxfam International, The South 
Centre, UNEP, UNDP, UNRISD, WHO and the World Bank. Side events 
include an UNRISD Book Fair and the art exhibit "In the Bag: The Art and 
Politics of the Reusable Bag Movement". 
Website: http://www.unrisd.org/events/greeneconomy 

GES Business Leaders Summit 2011 

Singapore (17-20 October 2011) 



Global Entrepolis @ Singapore 2011 is the foremost business leaders event 
in Asia on global trends, innovation and growth strategies. 
Website: www.globalentrepolis.com 

2011 EABIS Colloquium "A new era of development: the changing role 
and responsibilities of business in developing countries" 

Fountainebleau, France (26-27 October 2011) 

The rise in "south-south" trade has challenged the hegemony of western 
norms in trade and business such as transparency, governance and ethics. 
And while more business is being done in developing countries, there is little 
agreement about the responsibilities of business in development. At the same 
time food, health, poverty and education issues as well as corruption and 
bribery in developing countries require urgent action. 
Website: www.insead.edu/events/eabis 

November 

Sustainable Opportunities Summit 

Denver, CO, USA (4-5 November 2011) 

The sixth annual Sustainable Opportunities Summit, the largest business 
sustainability conference is designed for business (large and small), 
governmental and academic leaders and influencers who are interested in 
learning how organizations are realizing market opportunities and significant 
cost savings through strategic sustainability initiatives. 
Website: www.sosummit.org 

Social Singularity Summit 

Amsterdam, Netherlands (1 1 November 2011) 

A gathering of thinkers and entrepreneurs to explore the opportunities 

and visions of Social Singularity. The summit has been organized to further 

the understanding of how to speed up and use the newest technologies to 

make the world a better place. 

Website: http://www.nowmovement.org/detail/events 

10 th Metropolis World Congress - Cities in Translation 

Porto Alegre, Brazil (23 November to 25 November 201 1 ) 
10th Metropolis World Congress is a unique exchange and networking 
opportunity that gathers urban planners, government leaders, city managers, 
urban management experts, international NGOs, academics, and other 
important stakeholders from around the world. The Congress will revolve 
around the theme "Cities in Transition". Cities are presently in transition 
toward new types of challenges concerning the environment, governance, 
sustainability, innovation, and collaboration, all of which are taking place on 
an everyday basis. Therefore Metropolis invites us all to consider our future 
as urban citizens. The event will also be a chance to learn first-hand about the 
groundbreaking public policies implemented by Porto Alegre, the Capital of 
Participatory Democracy. 

Website: http://portoalegrecongress201 1 .metropolis.org/ 



International Green Awards 



London, UK (24 November 201 1 ) 

Launched in 2006 to critical acclaim, the INTERNATIONAL GREEN 

AWARDS™ were set up to recognize strategies that use creativity in an 
engaging and effective manner, leading to more sustainable outcomes. It is 
now an established event on the global sustainable business-calendar. 
Website: www.greenawards.com 

Fourth High Level Forum: The Path to Effective Development 

Busan, South Korea (29 November to 1 December 201 1) 
Ministers and specialists will not only take stock of what has been advanced 
since 2008, but also set out a new framework for increasing the quality of aid 
in order to achieve the Millennium Development Goals by 2015. Developing 
countries have named their priorities for HLF-4 as: predictable aid; use of 
country systems; an end to policy conditionality; country-driven capacity 
development; mutual accountability and reduced transaction costs. 
Website: 

http://www.oecd.org/document/12/0,3343,en_2649_3236398_46057868_1_1 
_1_1,00.html 

December 

Global South-South Development Expo 2011 

FAQ Rome, Italy (5-9 December 201 1 ) 

The Global South-South Development Expo (GSSD Expo) is the FIRST 
EVER Expo solely from the South and for the South. It showcases successful 
Southern-grown development solutions (SDSs) to address the need to meet 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). It is designed as a concrete 
response to the strong commitment made by the Secretary-General and the 
UNDP Administrator to help the global South realize its shared aspirations for 
achieving sustainable and equitable development through the sharing and 
transfer of SDSs, with the support of the donor community and the multilateral 
system under innovative triangular and public-private partnership (PPP) 
arrangements. It also constitutes one of the Special Unit's three global and 
United Nations system-wide South-South support platforms. 
Website: http://www.southsouthexpo.org 

European Development Days 2011 

Warsaw, Poland (15-16 December 2011) 

The sixth edition of European Development Days brings together male and 
female politicians, parliamentarians, representatives of international 
institutions, local authorities, NGOs, business leaders, researchers, 
journalists, artists and students... all to share their knowledge and their 
experiences. At every level, participants, hosts, moderators, debaters, 
exhibitors, whether they're from the North or the South, can all take part, put 
forward their ideas, examine creative solutions and question responsibilities. 
The debates are in plenary sessions or in bilateral meetings, in workshops or 
in the framework of parallel events, in quiet lounges or before the press. The 
European Development Days represent an opportunity to make good use of 
the diversity of viewpoints and models operating in the world. 
Website: http://www.eudevdays.eu/# 



2012 



Earth Summit 2012: Towards a World Summit on Sustainable 
Development in 2012 

Rio, Brazil (TBC 2012) 

The United Nations General Assembly agreed to a new Earth Summit in 
December. The Summit will be in 2012 and will be hosted by Brazil. The 
themes are the Green Economy in the context of sustainable development 
and poverty eradication, the institutional framework for sustainable 
development, emerging issues and a review of present commitments. This 
site will keep you abreast of all the developments and latest news. 
Website: http://www.earthsummit2012.org/ 

Awards and Funding 

World Summit Youth Award 

The international contest for young people using the Internet and mobiles to 
take action on the UN Millennium Development Goals. Website: 
www, vouthaward .org 

Grand Challenges Canada: Request for proposals 

Grand Challenges Canada is pleased to announce a new initiative in its 
Maternal, Neonatal and Child Health grand challenge. It's called Saving 
Brains. Its goal is to unlock potential in children and dramatically transform 
lives in the developing world. 

The money to fund this program comes from the Development Innovation 
Fund. In Budget 2008, the Government of Canada committed $225 million 
CAD over five years to the Development Innovation Fund, to support the best 
minds in the world in a collaborative search for solutions to global health 
challenges. 

For the Request for Proposals: Website: http://www.grandchallenges.ca/wp- 
content/uploads/2011/05/Request_for_Proposals-Saving_Brains_EN.pdf 

Zayad Future Energy Prize 

The world is in desperate need of innovative solutions to create a new, 
sustainable energy future. No one knows who or where the next great energy 
solution will come from. Solutions and technologies that could change the 
world are being developed globally, and the $2.2 million Zayed Future Energy 
Prize, managed by Masdar in Abu Dhabi, recognizes and rewards innovation, 
leadership, and long-term vision in renewable energy and sustainability. 
Website: http://www.zayedfutureenergyprize.com/ 

Philips Liveable Cities Award 

Philips is looking for individuals and community or non-government 
organizations and businesses with ideas for "simple solutions" that will 
improve people's health and well-being in a city to enter the Philips Liveable 
Cities Award. To help translate these ideas into reality, three Award grants 
totalling €125,000 are on the line. One overall winning idea from any of the 



three categories outlined below will receive a grant of €75,000, while the two 
additional ideas will receive grants of €25,000. 

Website: http://www.because.philips.com/livable-cities-award/about-the- 
award 

Piramal Foundation in India 

Has established a US $25,000 prize for ideas that help advance full access to 
effective public health care in India. The Piramal Prize is a $25,000 Social 
Entrepreneurship Competition focused on democratizing health care in India 
that seeks to encourage and support bold entrepreneurial ideas which can 
profoundly impact access to higher standards of health for India's rural and 
marginalized urban communities. The award recognizes high-impact, scalable 
business models and innovative solutions that directly or indirectly address 
India's health-care crisis. 
Website: www.piramalprize.org 

Special Award for South-South Transfer - winners announced! 

UN-HABITAT, the Building and Social Housing Foundation (BSHF) and the 
UNDP Special Unit for South-South Cooperation are pleased to announce the 
winner of the Housing and Urban Development South-South Transfer Award, 
a special joint initiative which seeks to recognise housing and urban 
development practices that have been successfully transferred to other 
countries in the global South. The winner of the Housing and Urban 
Development South-South Transfer Award is Un Techo Para mi Pafs (A 
Roof for my Country), Chile, awarded for mobilising thousands of youth 
volunteers and transferring its innovative approach to 19 countries across 
Latin America. 

The aim of the award is to identify, provide visibility, and honour those who 
have successfully shared their projects and approaches internationally, 
thereby increasing the impact of the initiative. 

The winning practice receives US$15,000 to further transfer the awarded 
practice to other communities in developing countries. 
Website: www.southsouthexpo.org 

South-South Experience Exchange Facility 

Supported by Mexico, China, India, Denmark, Spain, The Netherlands, and 
the U.K. and now Colombia, the South-South Experience Exchange Facility is 
a multi donor trust fund that promotes the idea that developing countries can 
learn from the successes of other developing countries in overcoming similar 
challenges. In the past 12 months, the trust has given out 35 grants to 
countries for learning activities ranging from working with at risk youth in the 
Caribbean to outsourcing IT services in Africa. 
Website: www.southsouthcases.info 

African Writers Fund 

Together with the Ford Foundation, the Fund supports the work of 
independent creative writers living on the continent. The Fund recognizes the 
vital role that poets and novelists play in Africa by anticipating and reflecting 



the cultural, economic and political forces that continuously shape and 

reshape societies. 

Website: 

http://www.trustafrica.org/index.php?option=com content&task=view&id=91&l 
temid=90&lang=fr 

Joint NAM S&T Centre - ICCS Fellowship Programme 

Centre for Science and Technology of the Non-Aligned and Other Developing 
Countries (NAM S&T Centre) and International Center for Chemical Sciences 
(ICCS), (H.E.J. Research Institute of Chemistry and Dr. Panjwani Centre for 
Molecular Medicine and Drug Research), University of Karachi, Karachi, 
Pakistan 

Click here for more information 
or contact: 
namstct@vsnl.com , 
namstct(5)bol.net.in , 
apknam@gmail.com 

US$250,000 for Best Lab Design 

AMD and Architecture for Humanity have announced a prize of $250 000 for 
the best design for a computer lab that can be adapted and implemented in 
third-world countries. 

The Open Architecture Prize is the largest prize in the field of architecture and 
is designed to be a multi-year program that will draw competition from design 
teams around the world. 
Website: www.architectureforhumanity.org 

PhD Plant Breeding Scholarships at the University of Ghana 

The University of Ghana ( www.ug.edu.gh ) has been awarded a project 
support grant by the Alliance for a Green Revolution ( www.agra-alliance.org ) 
in Africa (a joint venture between the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and 
the Rockefeller Foundation, for the establishment of a West African Centre for 
Crop Improvement (WACCI). This is available to scientists working at NARIs, 
universities and international centres in West Africa. Women scientists are 
especially encouraged to apply for a fellowship under this programme. 
Website: http://www.acci. org.za/Default.asp?nav=Home&idno=1 0 

Genesis: India's Premier Social Entrepreneurship Competition 

Is a social entrepreneurship competition aiming to bring together social 
entrepreneurs, students, NGOs, innovators, incubators, corporations and 
financiers and encourage them to come up with innovative ideas which are 
socially relevant and feasible. 
Website: http://genesis.iitm.ac.in/ 

Training 

Ongoing 



Jobs and Careers 



Weitzenegger's International Development Job Market: Website: 
http://www.weitzenegger.de/new/jobmarket.php 

Global Knowledge Inititative 

The Global Knowledge Initiative seeks to build global knowledge partnerships 
between individuals and institutions of higher education and research. It seeks 
to help partners access the global knowledge, technology, and human 
resources needed to sustain growth and achieve prosperity for all." 
Website: www.globalknowledgeinitiative.org/ 

ExportHelp - Promoting and supporting access to the European market 

The European Commission runs a database for the explicit support of market 

players in developing countries who want to bring their products to the EU 

market. The database gives an overview on the EU's preferential trade 

regimes established for developing countries as well as lists all tariffs, taxes 

and other requirements for goods 

imported into the EU. 

Website: http://exporthelp.europa.eu 

Development Executive Group Devex Networking Website 

Over 90,000 global experts can network and connect and learn about more 
than 47,000 registered projects. Website: www.devex.org 

Website Offers Career Advice to Young Africans 

Set up by the Commonwealth Secretariat, Africancareerguidance.com is 
aimed at providing career guidance to African youth and helping them to link 
with prospective employers. AfricaRecruit is a human resources organisation 
that provides skills training for African professionals in the Diaspora and on 
the continent. The website has an inbuilt email subscriber list for all its users 
and offers a searchable database of career profiles for job seekers and 
prospective employers. It also offers skills and interest assessments and 
advice on CV and resume preparation. It provides tips about interviewing 
techniques, as well as information on internship and volunteer opportunities, 
and entrepreneurial skills. 
Website: www.africacareerguidance.com 

African Diaspora Skills Database 

This database was compiled to provide an overview of qualified African 
Diaspora professionals with varied areas of expertise and experience. The 
African Diaspora contributes substantially to the social, economic and political 
development of Africa, and this database is set up to further mobilize this 
considerable potential. 

Website: www.diaspora-centre.org/NEWSLETTER/Database 
Aid Workers Network (AWN) 

Aid Workers Network (AWN) is an online platform for aid, relief and 
development workers to ask and answer questions of each other, and to 
exchange resources and information. AWN is registered in the United 
Kingdom as a charity. You will find discussions about a range of questions 



and issues on the AWN forum from aid, relief and development workers all 
over the world and representing a variety of fields, with new threads or 
responses posted daily. The forum is a great way to get in contact with 
other aid and development workers in your geographic area or working in a 
similar area of work. 
Website: www.aidworkers.net 



Bizzlounge 

Bizzlounge is where people committed to ethical behaviour meet, who want to 
establish and maintain business contacts in an exclusive and relaxed 
environment. 
Website: 

http://bizzlounge.com 
Business Action for Africa 

Business Action for Africa is a network of businesses and business 
organisations working collectively to accelerate growth and poverty reduction 
in Africa. 

Website: http://businessactionforafrica.blogspot.com 
Business Fights Poverty 

Business Fights Poverty is a professional network for all those passionate 
about fighting world poverty through the power of good business. 
Website: http://businessfightspoverty.ning.com 

Business in Development Network (BiD) 

The BiD Network Foundation runs the BiD Challenge to contribute to 
sustainable economic development by stimulating entrepreneurship in 
developing countries. 
Website: www.bidnetwork.org 

Zunia 

By Development Exchange, it offers news, publications and networking 
opportunities with the world's development community. 
Website: www.zunia.org 

Catalogue of Poverty Networks 

UNDP is organizing an online catalogue of Poverty Networks as a means to 
facilitate access to knowledge and sharing this to a wider audience in 189 
countries. Poverty Networks are web-based platforms that provide space for 
sharing and disseminating development-related information and initiatives. 
Below you will find information on IPC's collaborating networks, which help 
foster dialogue between researchers, policymakers, civil society and 
multilateral organisations. 

Website: www.undp-povertycentre.org/povnet.do 
Connections for Development (CfD) 

CfD is a UK, Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) led, membership based 
organisation committed to ensuring that UK BME communities, and the 
organisations they are involved in, are supported in the process of shaping 



and delivering policy and projects that affect their countries of origin or interest 
- collectively "our world". 
Website: www.cfdnetwork.co.uk 

Development Crossing 

Development Crossing was set up in 2006 by a small group of friends with 
diverse backgrounds ranging from business consulting to international 
development. In a world where the environment, corporate responsibility, and 
sustainable development are becoming increasingly intertwined, our goal was 
to create a site where individuals that shared our passion could keep up-to- 
date with relevant happenings in the world and connect with like-minded 
individuals. The idea behind Development Crossing is to provide a social 
network that brings together people from a variety of sectors, countries and 
professions to discuss corporate social responsibility and sustainable 
development. 

Website: www.developmentcrossing .com 
DevelopmentAid.org 

The one-stop-information-shop for the developmental sector, 
DevelopmentAid.org is a membership organization that brings together 
information for developmental professionals, NGOs, consultancy firms and 
donors. 

Website: www.developmentaid .org 

dgCommunities on the Development Gateway (now Zunia.org) 

dgCommunities, a free online service by the Development Gateway 
Foundation is devoted to knowledge-sharing and collaboration for people 
working to reduce poverty in the developing world. 
Website: http://topics.developmentgateway.org 

Diaspora African Forum 

This Forum exists "to invite and encourage the full participation of Africans in 
the Diaspora in the building of the African Union, in its capacity as an 
important part of the Continent". We will provide the vital linkage for Diaspora 
Africans to become involved in Africa's development as well as reap the fruits 
of African unity. 

Website: www.diasporaafricanforum.org 

Business Planet: a new data map on Entrepreneurship 

Business Planet, an interactive Google map, now includes data on new 
business creation around the world. Measures of entrepreneurial activity are 
based on the number of total and newly registered corporations. Click on color 
markers to learn more about each country. 

Website: http://rru.worldbank.org/businessplanet/default.aspx?pid=8 



• Africa Recruit Job 
Compendium 

• Africa Union 
. CARE 

• Christian 
Children's Fund 

. ECOWAS 

• Find a Job in Africa 

• International Crisis 
Group 

• International 
Medical Corps 

• International 
Rescue Committee 

• Internews 
. I REX 

• Organization for 
International 
Migration 



• Oxfam 

• Relief Web Job Compendium (UN 
QCHA) (1) ' 

• Relief Web Job Compendium (UN 
QCHA) (2) 

• Save the Children 

• The Development Executive Group 
job compendium 

• Trust Africa 
. UN Jobs 

. UNDP 

. UNESCO 

. UNICEF 

. World Bank 

• World Wildlife Fund (Cameroon) 



